Goutami Satyagraha Ashram
Rajahmundry was an important centre for Alluminium business.
In 1924 Seth Jamanlal, an ardent supporter of Congress, visited
Rajahmundry. Although he came in connection with his business,
he was highly impressed with the political movement in the place.
He told Dr. Subrahmanyam that he would give a part of his income
to those who do commendable service in the rural areas. With his
financial support the Goutami Satyagraha Ashram was established
in Sitanagaram in November 1924. Sitanagram was a river-side
place near Rajahmundry at a distance of 13 miles from the town.
Even in those days one could notice that there was considerable
political awakening among the people of that area. A sizeable num-
ber of village officials of that area resigned from their jobs and joined
the Congress movement. The Ashram was located in a site of 14
acres. Originally there were no houses near by. It was a typical
Ashram by the side of the Godavari river. Because of the support
and cooperation of the people of that area, by 1925, twelve houses
came into existance - Within a year the drinking water facility was
provided. The service programme conducted by the Ashram included
promotion of khadi, free medical service, spread of Hindi educa-
tion and the publication of the "Congress" paper. As we discussed
earlier Madduri Annapoornaiah was its Chief Editor. Krovvidi
Lingaraju and Ramachandruni Venkatappa were the Associate Edi-
tors. When these three were arrested, Chandrapatla Hanumanta Rao
and Kandregula Ramachandra Rao worked as its editors. Its effi-
cient staff included Madduri Krishna Moorty (Annapoornaiah's
brother) and Vangala Satyanarayana who attended to the compos-
ing work of the press.
The inmates of the Ashram lived with their families. As an inno-
vative measure, salary was paid to each of them according to his
minimum needs. According to this arrangement Dr. Subrahmanyam
drew Rs. 50/- Annapoornaiah Rs. 49/- and Lingaraju Rs. 35/-. This